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HighLife appoints Prof. Stephen Brecker Chief Medical Officer  

 

 

Paris, February 21st 2024 - HighLife SAS, a medtech company focused on the development of 
a novel Trans-Septal Mitral Valve Replacement (“TSMVR”) system to treat patients suffering 
from moderate to severe mitral regurgitation (MR), announced today the appointment of 
Prof. Stephen Brecker, as the Company’s new Chief Medical Officer. 

Prof. Brecker brings over 30 years of extensive clinical and leadership experience in both 
general and interventional cardiology. Prof. Brecker is Consultant Cardiologist at Mayo 
Clinic Healthcare in London, UK and holds Honorary Consultant Cardiologist status at St. 
George’s University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. He has held numerous leadership 
positions at St. George's Hospital, including Chief of Cardiology Clinical Academic Group 
and Director of the Cardiac Catheterization Laboratories. Prof. Brecker has been active in 
research and education throughout his career, participated in numerous innovations in the 
Cardiology field and developed an interventional guidewire for use in transcatheter 
procedures now used by physicians worldwide. Prof. Brecker has published numerous books 
and book chapters and has more than 175 peer-review publications.  

Prof.  Stephen Brecker commented, “I am delighted to be joining HighLife as Chief Medical 
Officer, at this incredibly exciting time. I hope to leverage my experience as a structural 
interventionist, in innovation and in the rigors of clinical trials, to assist in achieving great 
success with this technology." 

Prof. Martin Rothman, previous CMO, will continue to support the company’s medical 
strategy as a special advisor and board member. “I am glad to hand over the leadership of 
the medical strategy to Stephen. His significant contributions to the interventional 
cardiology field will undoubtedly guide the company towards success.” 

Georg Börtlein, Founder and Chief Executive Officer of HighLife, said, “We are thankful to 
Prof. Rothman who enabled us to set up and navigate through this challenging clinical 
feasibility phase of our technology. We are also honored to welcome Prof. Stephen Brecker 
to the team. He has a proven track record in the cardiology field and brings a strong 
expertise to the CMO role. His leadership and experience will further enhance our clinical 
strategy as we work to bring our unique solution to the market.” 

 

About HighLife 

HighLife SAS, headquartered in Paris, France, with facilities in Irvine, California, is a pre-
commercial stage company.  It is focused on the development of a novel transcatheter 
replacement system for treating mitral regurgitation.  

The TSMVR solution developed by HighLife consists of a valve-in-ring concept, both ring and 
valve being implanted percutaneously. The technology is implanted in a simple, 3-step 
procedure.   The valve is deployed in a beating heart, reducing trauma to the patients. It is 
currently evaluated in clinical studies across three continents.  
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For more information, visit https://www.highlifemedical.com/  

Caution: The HighLife Valves are investigational devices and not for sale in any geography. 

 

About Mitral Regurgitation 

Mitral Regurgitation is a growing public health concern, affecting over 2% of the total 
population1. It refers to a condition in which the valve between the heart’s left chambers (the 
mitral valve) does not close completely, allowing blood to leak back across it, rather than 
continuing to supply the organs with oxygenated blood. Without proper treatment, severe 
Mitral Regurgitation can cause major heart problems or even lead to heart failure. Limited 
treatment options are available for many patients at high surgical risk, TSMVR solutions 
offer a less invasive alternative to traditional open-heart surgery. 
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1Burden of valvular heart diseases: a population base study. Nkomo VT et al. 
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